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209 West Jones Street, PO Box 188
Milford Illinois 60953
(815) 889-4121
November 29, 2020

Welcome Visitors!
We are happy that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. Please sign one of the visitors’ registration cards found on the
back of the pew and place it in the offering plate.
As We Gather
This is the First Sunday in Advent and the beginning of a new Church Year of grace. Our Church Year counts time differently than the
secular calendar. We are tied to the fullness of time in which God sent His one and only Son into the womb of the virgin, born to save
us. The First Sunday in Advent is the Sunday on or closest to November 30 (St. Andrew's Day). Today, we begin a journey not simply
to the manger but the familiar journey that takes us to the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. It is not merely a remembrance of
what took place so long ago but also preparation for what is to come---our Lord's return in glory to lay claim to His Church for all
eternity. Encouraged by the Spirit, we devote ourselves to faithfully keeping what God has made known to us and showing forth our
living faith in words and acts of repentance and holy living. But each Advent is a reminder that we are one step further from Bethlehem
and one year closer to our Lord's coming again.
Serving Today
November 29, 2020
Head Usher: Michael Trumann
Elder: Bob Storm
Organist at 9a: Linda Kellerhals
Organist at 11a: Theta Lee
Sound Board: Dave Lucht
Acolyte: Hailey Rieches
Radio Monitor: Patrick and Dawn Teig
Greeters: Doug and Jennifer Morgeson
Altar Guild: Dianne Estes, Cheryl Knake and Sheila Selk
Serving Next Sunday
December 6, 2020
Head Usher: Doug Morgeson
Elder: Doug Morgeson
Organist at 9a: Linda Kellerhals
Organist at 11a: Theta Lee
Sound Board: Rich Rieches
Acolyte: Molly Harms
Radio Monitor: Justin and Brenna Schroeder
Greeters: Alberto and Kenia Martinez
Altar Guild: Dianne Estes, Cheryl Knake and Sheila Selk

T First Sunday in Advent T
Opening Hymn

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
LSB 341

Tune and text: Public domain

T Confession and Absolution T
Please stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

L
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

L
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

L
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

L

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Chris was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our
sins. To those who believe in Jesus Chris He give the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

C

Old Testament Canticle

LSB 261

Collect of the Day
L
C

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

Old Testament
L

Isaiah 64:1–9

A reading from Isaiah, the sixty-fourth chapter.
1

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence—
2
as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3
When you did awesome things that we did not look for,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4
From of old no one has heard
or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,
who acts for those who wait for him.
5
You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,
those who remember you in your ways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;
in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?
6
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7
There is no one who calls upon your name,
who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
8
But now, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9
Be not so terribly angry, O LORD,
and remember not iniquity forever.
Behold, please look, we are all your people.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 80:1–7
1

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might
and come to save us!
3
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
4
O LORD God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6
You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Epistle

1 Corinthians 1:3–9
3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that
in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was
confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by
whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
L
C

LSB 156

Mark 13:24–37

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
24

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know
that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.
30
Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
28

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper
to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and find you
asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”
32

L
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Hymn of the Day

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
LSB 332

5

God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6

For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

8

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Sermon Hymn

“Prepare the Royal Highway”
LSB 343

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355

Offering
All members of this congregation take this opportunity give back to the Lord in thankfulness
for what He has done for us and in trust of His continued provisions
for all that we need for this body and life.
During this time the offering basket is located at the back of church.
Visitors are welcome to give, but should not feel compelled to do so.

Offertory Hymn

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”
LSB 781, sts. 1–2

Tune and text: Public domain

Prayer
L
C

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L
C

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L
C

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the
Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L
C

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L
C

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
L
C

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L
C

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L
C

For . . . . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

L
C

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Morning Prayer
C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

New Testament Canticle

LSB 266

Blessing
L
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn of Depart

“Jerusalem, My Happy Home”
LSB 673

5

Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there
Around my Savior stand;
And soon my friends in Christ below
Will join the glorious band.

6

O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare
For that bright home of love
That I may see Thee and adore
With all Thy saints above.

Tune and text: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

This Week at a Glance
Today:

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Next Sunday:

9:00 am Worship (masks required)
10:15-10:45 am Adult Bible Class and Sunday School (masks recommended)
11:00 am Worship (masks optional)
6:30pm Choir rehearsal in the Fellowship Hall
4:30-6 pm Confirmation in the Fellowship Hall
9:00 am Worship with Holy Communion led by Rev. Bob Frank (masks required)
10:15-10:45 am Adult Bible Class and Sunday School (masks recommended)
11:00 am Worship with Holy Communion led by Rev Bob Frank (masks optional)

Announcements
November 29, 2020
Comfort, Hope, & Joy - A Facebook Live Event!
With the upcoming Christmas season looking anything but normal, and the cancelation of many holiday worship service opportunities in
various communities, Our Savior Lutheran Church in Milford will be hosting a Facebook live event on Sunday, December 20, 2020 at
4:00p featuring musicians from within the congregation, along with scripture readings, prayers, and words of inspiration. There will also
be a virtual Christmas hymn sing! This is an informal opportunity to relax, enjoy some uplifting music, and to strengthen our faith and
hope in Christ, all from the comfort of your own home. This is only available on Facebook so make sure you like the Our Savior
Lutheran Church Facebook page by going to www.facebook.com/OurSaviorLutheran.
Our Savior Lutheran is on Facebook!
In case you didn’t know, Our Savior Lutheran Church is on Facebook at www.facebook.com/OurSaviorLutheran. There you will find
daily posts of inspirational scripture verses, meeting reminders, and other pertinent information. Coming in December, the Sunday
School children will be presenting the 12 Days Before Christmas, a collection of stories, songs, and scripture to prepare your hearts
and your minds for the birth of Christ that will only be available for viewing on our Facebook page. You will also be able to view our
Facebook live event coming in December. If you haven’t liked our page yet, do it today! Also, share it with your friends and invite them
to like our page too! You don’t know what you’re missing!
The 12 Days Before Christmas
This season as we prepare our hearts and minds for the birth of Jesus Christ, the Sunday School children will share their talents with
us in anticipation of Christmas Day. The 12 Days Before Christmas will consist of the 5 Sunday School classes sharing stories,
scriptures, and songs leading us down that long road to Bethlehem and the manger on that first Christmas Day. These short videos will
be available to watch on the Our Savior Lutheran Church Facebook page. Go to www.facebook.com/OurSaviorLutheran and check
them out beginning Monday, December 14th.

Christmas Care Packages for College Students
Dorcas Society / LWML will be hosting the Christmas Care Packages for our College Students again this Christmas season. If you
would like to include a sweet treat, a gas card or a card of encouragement; to let them know they are in your prayers during final’s
week and throughout the school year, their gift bags will be located in the Narthex. Please have all of your well wishes and goodies in
the care packages by Sunday, December 13, 2020. If you need suggestions or have questions, please feel free to contact Theta Lee or
Kendra Morts.
Worship Services Reminders
As a reminder, the 9a service requires masks to be worn properly (covering both the nose and the mouth) by everyone and social
distancing guidelines will be adhered to with every other pew available and hymnals will not be used. During the 11a service, masks
are optional but the social distancing guidelines will continue to be followed. Please direct questions and concerns to Dean Lingley,
Jon Goldenstein, Bob Storm or Doug Morgeson. Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time.
Streaming with Our Savior
As a reminder, we will be streaming both services, 9am and 11am, each Sunday. Visit our website at oursaviormilford.com, click the
Media tab, Live Audio Stream. If you have any questions, please contact Kendra at kendra@oursaviormilford.com.
Bulletin and Newsletter Deadlines
If you have an announcement for the weekly bulletin, newsletter, or prayer request, please send to the church office by this Wednesday
at 10a to kendra@oursaviormilford.com.
Lutherans for Life Quote
“Christians engage in adopting not only because we desire to raise children but also—and above all—because the Most High desires
their survival and salvation. We adopt because we have been so adopted. We adopt because little ones need homes. We adopt
because we have homes and families to share. Life issues mean more than just political debates. Life issues involve more than just
personal choices or someone else’s problems. Life issues are always people and Gospel.” Rev. Michael W. Salemink, Executive
Director of Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org

Prayer List

November 29 – December 5
Those celebrating a birthday:
Avery Schroeder
Monday
Ashlie Rapp
Tuesday
Jean Lauterbach
Wednesday
Evan Lange
Thursday
Jon Goldenstein
Friday
Sydney Kestler-Seyfert Friday
William Teig
Friday
Those who mourn:
Family and friends of Don Budreau – father of Brenda Mowrey and grandfather of Cody, Caley and Cassidy Mowrey
All those affected by the recent natural disasters
We pray for all those suffering and working to recover from the effects of Hurricanes Laura, Sally, Delta, Zeta, Eta, Iota and all Relief
Workers and Agencies who are striving to serve those in need.
We pray for those suffering and working to recover from the effects of the wildfires that continue on the west coast.
All those affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic
We especially remember in our prayers those suffering from the virus, those mourning the death of loved ones at the hands of the
virus, and all those who are working to treat those affected by the virus.

Those suffering from cancer:
Norman Anderson – father of Karry Hines and grandfather of Emily and Jessica Hines
Lindsay Boyden - friend of Brenda Mowrey
Charlotte Brammer – sister of Hazel Carter and aunt to Patty Bruens
Connie Bruns – friend of Al and Linda Kellerhals
Jeff Cavitt –friend of many within the community
Payton Ens – acquaintance of Alan and Suzie Smith
Don Estes – husband of Dianne Estes
Tim Evans – brother-in-law of Bob Storm
Pat Gorski – step-mother of Olivia Harms
Cheryl Hastings – friend of Erica Anderson
Lisa High – friend of Becky Hiles
Adam Hubner – grandson of Donald and LaVerne Hubner
Kendra Howard – niece of Doug Benner
Bruce Johnston – friend of Patty Bruens
Brenda Knuth – mother of Craig Smith
Shawn Lane – Milford High School Volleyball Coach
Greg Luecke – friend of Randall and Gloria Schleef
Judy Miller –friend of Erica Anderson
Marsha Thompson – acquaintance of Beth Smith
Those requesting your general and ongoing prayers:
The OSLC Congregation - as we continue the Call process by which God will provide a new Pastor
Bill Adsit – uncle of Doug Benner, health concerns
Erica Anderson – OSLC member, health concerns
Lew Alwardt - friend of Larry and Nancy Tobeck, health concerns
Cora Armatrout –OSLC member, health concerns
Becky Bellman - friend of Cora Armatrout and Becky Hiles
Taylor Breyman – granddaughter of Dennis and Sheila Selk, recovering from ankle surgery
Hazel Carter –OSLC member, health concerns
Nick Costello - husband of Diane Costello, heath concerns
Todd Davis - friend of Patty Bruens, heart issues
Janet Doyle – friend of Patty Bruens, health concerns
Bernean Franke – mother of Glen Franke, health concerns
Rev. Raymond and Ione Harms – friend of Dave and Ethel Lucht, health concerns
Becky Hiles – daughter of Cora Armatrout, health issues
Ethel Lucht – OSLC member, health concerns
Pam Menard and family - sister of Cora Armatrout, Covid19
Joanne McFarland – sister of Cora Armatrout, recovering from a fall
Danny Manullang – brother-in-law to Doug Benner, upcoming surgery
Bertha Parsons – OSLC member, recovering from hip replacement surgery
Carol Ragel - friend of Cora Armatrout, suffering from health issues
Kristin Randall - friend of Patty Bruens, suffering from a heart condition
Kierci Schaumburg - step-daughter of Doug Benner, suffering from several health issues
Tyrone Schaumburg - cousin of Mike Hines, Parkinson’s
Randall Schleef – OSLC member
Kay Snyder – sister of Cora Armatrout, recovering from an automobile accident
Larry Tobeck – OSLC member, health concerns
Diana Webster - friend of Cora Armatrout
Bailey York - friend of Joyce Williams, kidney dialysis and awaiting heart transplant
Sharon York – friend of Joyce Williams

Those serving in our Armed Forces and our local Law Enforcement,
especially those connected to the OSLC family:
Nate Bushong – OSLC member, son of Cory and Mary Bushong, serving with the U.S. Army
Alex Janssen – son of Sara Janssen, serving with the U.S. Army
Jay Kindle – OSLC member, son of Dean and Laurie Lingley, serving with the U.S. Navy
Brandon Legan – member of our Comfort Dog Ministry Team, Iroquois County Sheriff’s
Deputy and Milford Police Department
Corey Moore –OSLC member, son of Kevin and Kasey Moore, U.S. Marine Corp
Scott Muench – husband of Shannon Muench, Watseka Police Officer
Kaleb Waldbeser – friend of Bob & Donna Flesher, serving with the U.S. Marine Corp
Those serving in the Seminary:
Seminarian Luke, Elowsky, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO
Seminarian, Joshua Schiff, Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN
Those serving in the Mission Field:
Rev. Joel Fritsche, his wife, Clarion, and sons, Viktor, Sergei and
Andrei, our “adopted” international missionary,
currently serving in the Dominican Republic

