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June 13, 2021
Welcome Visitors!
We are happy that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. Please sign one of the visitors’ registration cards found on the
back of the pew and place it in the offering plate.
The Cross of Christ Is the Tree of Life, Which Bears Abundant Fruit after Its Own Kind
The parables of our Lord convey the mysteries of the kingdom of God to those who are “able to hear it,” that is, “to his own disciples,”
who are catechized to fear, love and trust in Him by faith (Mark 4:33–34). He scatters “seed on the ground,” which “sprouts and grows”
unto life, even as “he sleeps and rises” (Mark 4:26–27). “On the mountain height of Israel,” He plants a young and tender twig, and it
becomes “a noble cedar.” Indeed, His own cross becomes the Tree of Life, under which “every kind of bird” will dwell, and in which
“birds of every sort will nest” (Ezek. 17:22–25). His cross is our resting place, even while now in mortal bodies, we “groan, being
burdened” (2 Cor. 5:1–4). Yet in faith, we live for God in Christ, who for our sake “died and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:15). We know that, in
His resurrected body, “we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1).

T Third Sunday after Pentecost T
T Service of Prayer and Preaching T
Opening Hymn

“O Worship the King”
LSB 840

5

Frail children of dust
and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust,
nor find Thee to fail.
Thy mercies, how tender,
how firm to the end,
Our maker, defender,
redeemer, and friend!

6

O measureless Might,
ineffable Love,
While angels delight
to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation,
though feeble their lays,
With true adoration
shall sing to Thy praise.

Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand

Opening Versicles
P
C
P
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

P
C
P
C
P
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Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.
Sanctify us in Your truth.
Your Word is truth.

P
C

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle

LSB 261

Please be seated

Readings From Holy Scripture
Old Testament
P

Ezekiel 17:22–24

A reading from Ezekiel, the seventeenth chapter.

Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will
break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.
23
On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble
cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And
all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry
up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”
22
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1
P

C
P

C

1

Blessèd is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2
but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
3
He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
4
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

5

P

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6
for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

C
Epistle

2 Corinthians 5:1–17
1

We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if
indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being
burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee.
6

So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the
Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the
body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done
in the body, whether good or evil.
11

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it
is known also to your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in
the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of
Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he died
for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Mark 4:26–34

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He sleeps and rises
night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade,
then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the
harvest has come.”
26

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31It is like
a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is
sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the
air can make nests in its shade.”
30

33

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He did not speak to them
without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.
Psalms, hymns, or choral music may be sung between the readings.

Responsory
P

Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.

C
P
C
P
C

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.

Hymn of the Day

“Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid”
LSB 500

Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand

Ten Commandments
C

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

Sermon

“A Tender Twig”
Ezekiel 17:22-24

Sermon Hymn

“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”
LSB 577

Text and tune: Public domain

Offering
All members of this congregation take this opportunity give back to the Lord in thankfulness
for what He has done for us and in trust of His continued provisions
for all that we need for this body and life. During this time the offering basket is located at the back of the Sanctuary.
Visitors are welcome to give, but should not feel compelled to do so.
Please stand

Prayer
P
C

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. . . .

P
C

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day
P

C

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Morning Prayer
C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

New Testament Canticle

LSB 266

Blessing
P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P
C

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
LSB 790

Tune and text: Public domain
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Serving Today
June 13, 2021
Pastor Doug Minton
Head Usher: Josh Harms
Elder: Bob Storm
Organist: Linda Kellerhals
Sound Board: Chris Catron
Radio Monitors: Linda Buhrmester and Deb Wright
Acolyte: Molly Harms
Greeters: Dianne Estes and Julie Towers
Altar Guild: Linda Kellerhals and Gloria Schleef

This Week at a Glance
Today:

9:00 am Divine Service
10:15 am Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall
10:30 am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class
12:30 pm St. Paul’s Woodworth Annual Picnic
4:00 pm Joint Jr-Sr High Youth Group with Schwer Youth Group

Monday:

10:30 am Phyllis Carter Memorial
1:00 pm Comforters

Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

Pastor’s Family Day
10a-3p Milford Block Party
Happy Father’s Day
9:00 am Worship Service with Holy Communion
10:15 am Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall
10:30 am Sunday School / Adult Bible Class

Serving Next Sunday
June 20, 2021
Pastor Doug Minton
Head Usher: Josh Harms
Elder: Doug Morgeson
Organist: Theta Lee
Sound Board: Patrick Teig
Radio Monitors: Rich and Charlene Rieches
Acolyte: Andrew Storm
Greeters: Erica Anderson and Patty Bruens
Altar Guild: Linda Kellerhals and Gloria Schleef

Announcements
June 13, 2021
Focus on the Family
Your Focus on the Family monthly insert is sponsored by Marty and Bertha Parsons.
St. Paul’s Woodworth Annual Picnic Today
St. Paull’s Woodworth will hold their annual picnic on today. Food stand opens at 12:30p with hamburgers, pork burgers and of our
course homemade pies and frozen treats. The parade begins at 1p. Natural High will perform at 4p in the gym. Great afternoon of
family fun - Make plans to attend and see you there!!!
Joint Youth Group with Schwer!!
This afternoon from 4-6p, our youth group, will host the youth group from St. John’s Schwer. As a reminder, you are encouraged to
read 1-2 Timothy (both books) as we look to see what type of mentor we should look for and to be for others. Please bring $5 to help
cover the cost of pizza. Any questions, please contact Melissa.
Welcome Renee as Our Savior’s New Secretary
Renee Minton will take over the duties as Our Savior’s Church Secretary beginning this week. Renee can be reached by email at
secretary@oursaviormilford.com. The bulletin and newsletter deadline will remain the same, Wednesdays at 10a. As with all changes,
there will be bums in the road and we ask you show grace when those bums arise.
Thank you!!
Thank you, Kendra, for your 10 years of service as Church Secretary at Our Savior Lutheran Church. Kendra has taken a new position
at Purdue University and is planning to relocate to the Lafayette area as the new school year approaches.
New Bulletin Format!!!
As you may have noticed, Pastor uses the services as they are printed in the hymnal. This means we can save paper, toner, time, and
money each week with a smaller bulletin. The bulletin will be very similar to what Pastor Wagner used in his time at Our Savior. This
smaller bulletin will make its debut next week!!
Prayer List Requests
We are clearing the Prayer List, with the exception of those in the military, law enforcement and ministry. Prayer requests can be made
through the web site (under the "Contact Us" tab) or by calling or emailing the office (either secretary@oursaviormilford.com or
pastor_doug@oursaviormilford.com). Requests are good for three weeks, but they can be renewed by contacting the office.
Times Still Available - Visit Pastor and Family!!
Pastor and family are looking forward to getting to know you and your family a little better. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board in the Narthex with dates still open when Pastor and his family are available. We can share a meal, cup of coffee, or dessert; at
your home, the parsonage or Fellowship Hall. Your visit can be with Pastor Doug, Pastor and Renee or the whole family. I am looking
forward to this wonderful opportunity to help increase the bonds with in the congregation as we continue to take these opening steps in
our journey together as Pastor and congregation.

Milford Block Party!!
OSLC has a booth at Milford's first annual Block Party this Saturday from 10am-3pm! Stop by and help us promote our
congregation so that the community knows what we believe, teach and confess. If you would like to accompany Pastor and Mahlah for
a while during the day, you are more than welcome to do so! Just drop by and help connect your friends, neighbors, and even
strangers, to Our Savior!
Scrip Orders - June 27
Do you go shopping, eat out, or go to the movies? Do you ever gift someone else with the opportunity to do those things? Most likely,
all of us would answer “yes” to at least some of those questions. This is why everyone LOVES the Scrip Card program, available each
month at OSLC!
Order forms (located on the informational rack in the Narthex) and payment are due to the Church Office by Sunday,
June 27, 2021. Gift Cards will arrive and be distributed that same week. Please consider supporting the youth (and future leaders of
the congregation) in this simple way!
Lutherans for Life Quote
“It’s a terrible thing to see any life that is used and abused instead of being protected and cared for. The value of life should not be
based on the benefits it can offer. So we pray to the Lord to move all people to value and appreciate all life as God’s gift.” Rev. Peter
Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Mystery Island VBS
July 5th -9th (Monday-Friday) from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Free Kid Friendly Suppers in Fellowship Hall from 5:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Ages 3 years-7th grade
*Masks optional*

Grab your sunscreen and beach totes!
At Mystery Island, prepare to be thrilled from the top of your sun-drenched head to the tip of your sand toes as
we explore an intriguing and mysterious tropical paradise while tracking down the one true God. Kids will
discover the one true God, as they enjoy songs, crafts, games, goodies, and the nightly drama.
Vacation Bible School at Mystery Island will be an amazing adventure filled with excitement, so register today!
OSLC VBS begins on Monday, July 5th! All children ages 3 years -7th grades are welcome. Have you
registered your child(ren) yet? Registration can be done online at www.oursaviormilford.com, or you may pick
up a registration form in the Narthex. Register soon to ensure your child’s Mystery Island t-shirt! (while
supplies last)
The entire congregation and public are welcome to join us at Mystery Island every evening at 7:30 pm for the
nightly drama. Join Chris and Kelly as they go on a treasure hunt, plus don’t miss Detective NoClue and her
brilliant detective work.
Please prayerfully consider ways that you can help make VBS 2021 great. Volunteer your time and talents or
donate snacks or food for the nightly suppers. There are still a number of volunteers and supplies needed. We
need a teacher, game leader, group leaders (shepherds), kitchen help, snack person, etc. Please check out the
sign-up sheets in the Narthex! It takes a number of volunteers to make VBS week a great success. Please
consider ways you can help.

We are also in need of a prop for Friday night’s drama: If anyone has a battery-operated leaf blower that we
could borrow for the evening please let Melissa Storm know. Thanks
It takes a huge amount of help to make VBS great. Thank you to all who have volunteered, are providing
supplies, food, etc. You are a blessing!
Please keep OSLC VBS in your daily prayers. Pray for the children who will be attending VBS, pray that the
message of Jesus will be shared and heard by all. Please pray for safety and peace for our week. And keep all
the volunteers in your prayers as they prepare to share our Risen Lord and Savior with the children.
If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Storm bmbastorm@gmail.com,
or call/text 815-471-7428.

Moments with Mahlah
For the Week of June 6, 2021
Mahlah began her week with a very exciting pair of visits to Trinity, Goodland and St. John’s, Renssalaer in
Indiana, with Diane Costello as her handler. The visit at St. John’s was especially good, because it was
Confirmation day for Mahlah’s very good friend Dillan, and also the day of Baptism for Dillan’s young cousin
Madoline. Mahlah’s friendship with Dillan goes all the way back to March of 2017, not long after Mahlah
began her Comfort Dog ministry at OSLC. Dillan’s sister Addie is also a friend, and has shared many of the
visits over the years,.
Mahlah’s regular training session for this week happened on Wednesday, with Al Kellerhals as handler for her
brush-up on commands, and the walk around the neighborhood in Milford. After that, some one-on-one visits
with some friends completed her morning.
At this writing no other events were on the schedule for the week, but as always, she remained ready to go
should the need arise.
Remember to email Mahlah at Mahlah@K9Comfort.org if you know of an individual or organization that
would benefit from a visit. Thanks for your continued support as we seek to bring the compassion, mercy,
presence, and proclamation of Jesus to all.

Prayer List
June 13 – June 19

Those celebrating a birthday:
Neil Rieches
Lindsey Janssen
Justin Garrelts
Moses Wittenborn
Judy Brassard

Today
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Friday

Those celebrating an anniversary:
Randy and Jean Lauterbach
Today (29 years)
Justin and Jan Lavicka
Monday (18 years)
All those affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic
We especially remember in our prayers those suffering from the virus, those mourning the death of loved ones at the hands
of the virus, and all those who are working to treat those affected by the virus.
Those suffering from cancer:
Linda Buhrmester – OSLC member
Tim Evans – brother in law of Bob Storm
Lisa High – friend of Becky Hiles
Kendra Howard – niece of Doug Benner
Those requesting your general and ongoing prayers:
Cora Armatrout – OSLC member
Becky Bellman - friend of Cora Armatrout and Becky Hiles
Mike Boyd - friend of Jim Winder, health concerns
Janet Doyle – friend of Patty Bruens, health concerns
Becky Hiles – daughter of Cora Armatrout, health issues
LaVerne Hubner – OSLC member
Dave Lucht – OSLC member
Joanne McFarland – sister of Cora Armatrout
Carol Ragel - friend of Cora Armatrout, suffering from health issues
Kay Snyder – sister of Cora Armatrout
Diana Webster - friend of Cora Armatrout
Homebound Members
Delmer and Reatha Henrichs
Arlene Hines
Rosalie Lundberg
Pat Neilsen
Joanne Sloan
Brenda St. Peter
Gert Wade

Those serving in our Armed Forces and our local Law Enforcement,
especially those connected to the OSLC family:
Armed Forces
Nick Allen – brother of Sara Seyfert, serving with the U.S. Army
Nate Bushong – OSLC member, son of Cory and Mary Bushong,
deployed overseas, serving with the U.S. Army
Alex Janssen – son of Sara Janssen, serving with the U.S. Army
Jay Kindle – OSLC member, son of Dean and Laurie Lingley,
serving with the U.S. Navy
Justin McGahan – Milford Swim Team, leaving for boot camp, U.S. Army
Corey Moore –OSLC member, son of Kevin and Kasey Moore,
deployed overseas, serving with the U.S. Marine Corp
Kaleb Waldbeser – friend of Bob & Donna Flesher,
serving with the U.S. Marine Corp
Law Enforcement
Brandon Legan – member of our Comfort Dog Ministry Team,
Iroquois County Sheriff’s Deputy and Milford Police Department
Scott Muench – husband of Shannon Muench, Watseka Police Officer
Thomas Wimmer – friend of Emily Hines, member
of the Roseville Police Department
Those serving in the Seminary:
Seminarian Luke, Elowsky, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO
Seminarian, Joshua Schiff, Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN
Those serving in the Mission Field:
Rev. Joel Fritsche, his wife, Clarion, and sons, Viktor, Sergei and
Andrei, our “adopted” international missionary, currently serving
in the Dominican Republic

