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Tenebrae Service 
 

 

Collect of the Day  
  

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12  

A The Old Testament Reading for Good Friday is from Isaiah, chapters 52 and 53. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer 
 
Epistle Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 

A The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapters four and five. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Sermon Hymn “Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle” 
 LSB 454 
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Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530–609; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 

 
 
 

 

 

Sermon “Guided to Sacrifice” 
 Hebrews 10:12 
 
Bidding Prayer  

 

A Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our Lord God would defend her 
against all the assaults and temptations of the adversary and keep her perpetually on 
the true foundation, Jesus Christ: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You have revealed Your glory to all nations in 
Jesus Christ and in the Word of His truth, keep, we ask You, in safety the works of 
Your mercy so that Your Church, spread throughout all the nations, may be  

 defended against the adversary and may serve You in true faith and persevere in the 
confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray for all the ministers of the Word, for all vocations in the Church, and for 
all the people of God: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is 
governed and sanctified, receive the supplications and prayers which we offer  

 before You for all Your servants in Your holy Church that every member of the same 
may truly serve You according to Your calling; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray for our catechumens, that our Lord God would open their hearts and the 
door of His mercy that, having received the remission of all their sins by the  

 washing of regeneration, they may be mindful of their Baptism and evermore be 
found in Christ Jesus, our Lord: 

P Almighty God and Father, because You always grant growth to Your Church,  
 increase the faith and understanding of our catechumens that, rejoicing in their new 

birth by the water of Holy Baptism, they may forever continue in the family of those 
whom You adopt as Your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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A Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god-
liness and honesty: 

P O merciful Father in heaven, because You hold in Your hand all the might of man 
and because You have ordained, for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of 
those who do well, all the powers that exist in all the nations of the world, we  

 humbly pray You graciously to regard Your servants, especially Joe, our President; 
the Congress of the United States; Jay, our Governor; and all those who make,  

 administer, and judge our laws; that all who receive the sword as Your ministers may 
bear it according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray our Lord God Almighty that He would deliver the world from all error, 
take away disease, ward off famine, set free those in bondage, and grant health to 
the sick and a safe journey to all who travel: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of 
the weak, may the prayers of those who in any tribulation or distress cry to You  

 graciously come before You, so that in all their necessities they may rejoice in Your 
manifold help and comfort; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God would be pleased 
to deliver them from their error, call them to faith in the true and living God and His 
only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and gather them into His family, the Church: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, because You seek not the death but the life of all, 
hear our prayers for all who have no right knowledge of You, free them from their 
error, and for the glory of Your name bring them into the fellowship of Your holy 
Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray for peace, that we may come to the knowledge of God’s holy Word and 
walk before Him as is fitting for Christians: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, King of Glory, and Lord of heaven and earth, by 
whose Spirit all things are governed, by whose providence all things are ordered, the 
God of peace and the author of all concord, grant us, we implore You, Your heavenly 
peace and concord that we may serve You in true fear, to the praise and glory of 
Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in mercy and  
 graciously grant them such things as are both needful for them and profitable for 

their salvation: 

P O almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed Lord, You have 
commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to those who hate us, and to pray for 
those who persecute us. We therefore earnestly implore You that by Your gracious 
visitation all our enemies may be led to true repentance and may have the same love 
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and be of one accord and one mind and heart with us and with Your whole Christian 
Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

A Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would send down His blessing upon 
  them and graciously dispose our hearts to enjoy them according to His own good 
  will: 

P O Lord, Father Almighty, by Your Word You created and You continue to bless and 
uphold all things. We pray You so to reveal to us Your Word, our Lord Jesus Christ 
that, through His dwelling in our hearts, we may by Your grace be made ready to  

 receive Your blessing on all the fruits of the earth and whatsoever pertains to our 
bodily need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask,  
 saying: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 The following Reproaches are the words of the Lord against His people,  
the Church, to which the congregation replies with a plea for mercy. 

 

Reproaches 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I  
 offended you? Answer Me. For I have raised you up out of the prison house of sin 

and death, and you have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. For I have  
 redeemed you from the house of bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the 

cross. O My people. 
  

A Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God  
 eternal, leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have mercy. 
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Reproaches Hymn “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 
 LSB 434 vs 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Reproaches 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I  
 offended you? Answer Me. For I have conquered all your foes, and you have given 

Me over and delivered Me to those who persecute Me. For I have fed you with My 
Word and refreshed you with living water, and you have given Me gall and vinegar 
to drink. O My people. 

  

A Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God  
 eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of death and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
 

Reproaches Hymn “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 
 LSB 434 vs 2 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Reproaches 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I  
 offended you? Answer Me. What more could have been done for My vineyard than I 

have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My 
people, is this how you thank your God? O My people. 

  

A Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God  
 eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

Reproaches Hymn “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 
 LSB 434 vs 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Seven Words from the Cross 

Seven candles have been set up at the front of the sanctuary. These  
candles signify the seven last words of Jesus as he hung on the cross.  

After the reading of each of the words, one of the candles is extinguished.  
But even when the last candle is extinguished the service is not over.  

The Paschal candle will be lit as a reminder of Jesus’ promised resurrection. 
  

 
The First Word Luke 23:33-34 
 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 vs 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836–96, alt. 
Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 

 
 
The Second Word Luke 23:39-43 

 

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 vs 4-6 
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Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836–96, alt. 

Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 
 
 
The Third Word John 19:25-27 

 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 vs 7-9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836–96, alt. 
Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 
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The Fourth Word Matthew 27:45-46 
 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 vs 10-12 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836–96, alt. 
Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 

 
The Fifth Word John 19:28-29 

 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 vs 13-15 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836–96, alt. 
Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 
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The Sixth Word John 19:30 
 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 vs 16-18 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836–96, alt. 
Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 

 
The Seventh Word Luke 23:44-46 

 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 vs 19-21 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836–96, alt. 
Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 
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The congregation may stay for quiet meditation as long as you desire. Kindly  
leave in silence in keeping with our worship this night of quiet meditation. 

 
 
 
 

Notes about the service: 
 

The Reproaches come from the Main Service for Good Friday and are reminders of  
our own sinfulness and the reason for Jesus' Passion. They are portions of the most  

ancient Good Friday liturgies. They are quotations from Micah 6:3-4; Deuteronomy 8:3;  
John 4:10; Matthew 27:34 and Isaiah 5:4. The versicle response is based on a 14th-century 

Latin hymn that is used at graveside services. Luther's version of this hymn can be  
found as hymn #755 in our hymnal. The Bidding Prayer is one of the most ancient  

prayers in the Church. It has traditionally been reserved for Good Friday. 
 

From this service, we go home to celebrate the holy Sabbath. Jesus rested in the tomb on  
Holy Saturday. We are to be reminded and take comfort in His rest in the tomb that will bless 

each one of our tombs until the day of His return to take us to be with Him in Paradise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is invited to return to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on Sunday.  
We celebrate with both Sunrise (6:30am) and Morning (9am) services.  

Easter Breakfast will be served between the services starting about 7:45am. 
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