Our Savior Lutheran Church

Pastor Doug Minton
209 West Jones Street, Milford, IL
Email: pastor@oursaviormilford.com
Phone: (815) 889-4121 Cell: (507) 626-0202

Christmas Eve Divine Service
December 24, 2025



Divine Service Setting Three

Prayer Before Worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit
and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your
Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

Processional Hymn “0 Holy Night”
WHM 152
Confession and Absolution LSB 184

[P) In the name of the Father and of the *}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[P) 1said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

[P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.



[P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gloria In Excelsis LSB 187
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.

0
L 'ry‘ W O
_?—ﬂ O . |
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 189
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®) Let us pray.

®) O God ... one God, now and forever.
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A - men.



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 62:10-12

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Titus 2:11-14

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - 1ida. Alle-lu - 1ia. Alle-1lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

|
2
vV

(@)

Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

“Away in a Manger”

LSB 364
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1 A - way n a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; | ask Thee to stay
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The Int - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, | pray.
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The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren n Thy ten - der care,
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The it - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.

And stay by my cra - dle tll morn - ing 18 nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841-1905
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

“Wrapped Presents”

Titus 3:4-7



Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Preface LSB 194
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary ... evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho -san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.

The Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini LSB 197
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®) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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Prayer Before Communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive his holy Sacrament
in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Distribution Hymns

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” LSB 366
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look up, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
Text and tune: Public domain
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“Once in Royal David’s City” LSB 376
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1 Once in roy - al Da - wvid’s cit - vy Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who 18
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er ladd her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
oXx - en stand - ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His «cra - dle was a stall, With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav-en, Set at God’s right hand on high.  Then like
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - susChrist her lit - tle child.

poor and mean and low-1ly Lived on earth our Sav -ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren,crowned, All  in white, His praise will sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that,
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life
eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it

was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.

Thanksgiving
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LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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Let us pray.
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Salutation and Benedicamus

LSB 201

LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
0 .4
’%va ”E ~ ) J = O
Q) N—

A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Closing Hymn

“Silent Night”

LSB 363
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1 Si - lent mnightt ho - ly night! All 18 calm,
2Si - lent night; ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent mnightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth-er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-lu - ia! Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly  peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, 18 born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain
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May God bless your Christmas celebration with your
family tonight, tomorrow, and throughout the Christmas season.
We thank you for gathering with us to share in the
wonderful blessings Jesus came to bring you.

Join us tomorrow morning for another celebration of our Savior’s birth.
We meet at 9:00am to continue our Christmas celebration.

It is the tradition of this congregation to give its Pastor and his family the
contents of the offering plates on Christmas Eve. All cash, along with
checks made payable to Rev. Doug Minton, will be given to him as a

token of appreciation for his service in Christ's name.

Our Radio Broadcast tonight is sponsored by Darren, Jamie, and Cecelia Bakken in
celebration of the birth of Jesus. “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:12)
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In celebration of our newborn Savior, the following families
have donated the poinsettias placed in the Chancel area:

Norman and Maryanne Anderson
In memory of Robert Anderson

Darren, Jamie, and Cecelia Bakken
In memory of Maynard and Harriett Mowrey
In memory of Leo and Cecelia Welch
In memory of Pete and Leona Bakken

Doug Benner
In memory of Kathy Benner

Jake Harms Family
In memory of Von Cile Schuit

Josh Harms Family
In memory of Jeff Harms

Linda Kellerhals
In memory of Al Kellerhals

Connie and Steve Langellier
In memory of Fran Langellier
In honor of Dave and Ethel Lucht’s 6oth Wedding Anniversary

Justin and Jan Lavicka
In memory of Dan and Ellen Cluver

Doug and Jennifer Morgeson and Family

In memory of Virgil and Louise Morgeson
In memory of Donald and Tim DeLahr
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Phil and Cindy Raddatz
In memory of our Parents

Gene and Marilyn Reeves
In memory of LaVerne and Don Hubner

Landon and Megan Reutter
In memory of Marlene Reutter

Melvin Rieches Family
In memory of Melvin and Sarieta Rieches

Sandy Stuckwisch
In memory of Don Stuckwisch

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased.”
Luke 2:14
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