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 Evening Prayer 

Service of Light LSB 243 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Phos Hilaron           LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light         LSB 245 

L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your 
people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.    
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You 
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures,  

 glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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Psalmody - Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may 
sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host 
and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Office Hymn “Christ, the Life of All the Living” 
 LSB 420 
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5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; (sts. 1–2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 3–4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran 

Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis 

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Passion Reading - The Palace of the High Priest 
 

Those who had arrested Jesus brought Him to the high priest’s house, where 
the scribes and elders were assembled. Peter followed Him afar off, and so did   
another disciples. That disciple was known to the high priest and went in with    
Jesus into the palace of the high priest, but Peter stood outside at the door. So that 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the    
doorkeeper and brought Peter in. He went in and sat with the servants to see the 
end. He was warming himself at the fire they had kindled in the middle of the 
courtyard. 

Meanwhile, the chief priests and the whole council were seeking evidence 
that might make the case for a death sentence, but they could not find any. Many 
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bore false witness against Him, but their statements did not agree. Two stepped  
forward and said, “We heard Him say, ‘I shall destroy this Temple made with 
hands and after three days I shall build another, not made with hands.’” But even 
on this point their evidence did not agree. 
 
 
“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” LSB 440 
 (verses 1-2) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Then the high priest stood up, moved to the center, and put this question to 
Jesus, “Do you have no answer? What is this evidence they have given against 
you?” But He was silent and gave no answer. 

Again the high priest put a question to Him and said, “Are you the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed?” 

Jesus said, “I am. You will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
God’s power and coming with the clouds of Heaven.” 

The high priest tore his garments and said, “Do we still need any witnesses? 
You have heard this blasphemy. What is your opinion?” They all agreed that He 
was deserving of death. 

Then some of them began to spin on Him; they blindfolded Him, struck Him, 
and said to Him, “Prophesy to us, O Christ, who is it that struck you?” The guards 
beat Him as they took Him away. 
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Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the             
maidservants of the high priest came and saw Peter warming himself. She looked 
at him closely as he sat in the light of the fire, and said, “You also were along with 
the man from Nazareth, that Jesus.” 

Peter denied it and said, “I do not know what you mean.” He went out to the 
forecourt. 

Another maidservant saw him there and said to those who were standing 
around, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Peter denied it again with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 
A little later those standing around said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them. 

You are a Galilean. Your accent gives you away.” 
Peter started calling down curses on himself and sword, “I do not know the 

man.” 
And immediately while he was still speaking, the cock crowed a second time, 

and the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had 
said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” Peter 
broke down, and went out, and wept bitterly. 

 

“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” LSB 440 
 (verses 3-4) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 



10 

 

As soon as it was morning the chief priests with the elders and the scribes 
held the court session with all the Sanhedrin. Then they bound Him, led Him away, 
and turned Him over to Pilate. Then Judas, who had betrayed Him, when he saw 
that He was condemned, was sorry and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent 
blood.” 

They said, “What is that to us? That is your affair.” Judas threw down the 
pieces of     silver in the Temple and departed. He went and hanged himself. 

The chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put them 
into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.” They took counsel and bought 
with them the potter’s field to bury strangers in. That is why to this day that field 
has been called “the field of blood.” 

In this way was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
“They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of Him on whom a price had been 
set by the children of  Israel, and gave them for the potter’s field.” 
 
 
“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” LSB 440 
 (verses 5-6) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Readings 
 
Genesis 4:1-16 
 
Matthew 27:3-10; 24-26 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the    
prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
 
 
Sermon “Shed Innocent Blood/Protect Life” 
 Genesis 4:1-16 

 
Magnificat LSB 248 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Verses continued on next page) 
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Litany            LSB 249 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For … for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 
the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For … for all public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this 
and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this           
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here   
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
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L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give 
thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 
one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, . . . one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus LSB 252 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Benediction LSB 252 
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Closing Hymn “Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow” 
 LSB 428 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: William J. Sparrow Simpson, 1860–1952 

Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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