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Matins 
 
Prayer Before Worship 
 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit 
and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your 
Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 
 
Opening Hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 LSB 425 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Opening Versicles LSB 219 
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Psalmody LSB 220 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Venite LSB 220 
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Introit Psalm 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: v. 13 
 

Precious in the sight | of the Lord* 
 is the death | of his saints. 
I love the Lord, because | he has heard* 
 my voice and my pleas for | mercy. 
Because he inclined his | ear to me,* 
 therefore I will call on him as long | as I live. 
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid | hold on 
me;* 
 I suffered distress and | anguish. 
Then I called on the name | of the Lord:* 
 “O Lord, I pray, deliv- | er my soul!” 
For you have delivered my | soul from death,* 
 my eyes from tears, my feet from | stumbling. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Precious in the sight | of the Lord* 
 is the death | of his saints. 
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Office Hymn “Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing” 
 LSB 421 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 

Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 

    

L A reading from Ezekiel, chapter 37. 
  
 1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on 
the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, 
“Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O 
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I 
will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say 
to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he    
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 
their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of     
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my 
people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am 
the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Reading Romans 8:1-11 

 

L A reading from Romans, chapter 8. 
  
 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 
of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for 
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but     
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set 
their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it  
cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in 
you. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading John 11:1-45 

 

L A reading from John, chapter 11. 
  
 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and 
wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters 
sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it 
he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The   
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 
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and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours 
in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
the light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles,       
because the light is not in him.” 11After saying these things, he said to them, 
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The        
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now 
Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in 
sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I 
am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.” 
 17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now 
I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you  
believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in  
private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, 
she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the   
village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly 
and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she 
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly        
troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 
 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he 
has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
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believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the 
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he 
had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 
44The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, 
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
he did, believed in him. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Common Responsory LSB 221 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sermon “Can These Bones Live” 
 Ezekiel 37:1-14 
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Te Deum LSB 223 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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Offering  
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Kyrie LSB 227 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Collects 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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Collect of the Day 
 
 
Collect for Grace 
 
 
Benedicamus LSB 228 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Benediction LSB 228 
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Closing Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 LSB 686 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 

Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Events This Week 
Today:  Worship at OSLC, 9am; Christian Education,10:15am 
Today:  Worship at Good Shepherd, 11:30am 
Monday:  Comforters, 1pm 
Wednesday: Bible Class, 10am; Bulletin Deadline, 10am  
Wednesday: Confirmation, 3:15pm 
Wednesday: Lent Meal, 5:45pm; Hymn Sing, 6:45pm 
Wednesday: Lent Service, 7pm 
Saturday:  Worship at Immanuel, 6pm 
 
Those Serving at OSLC  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3/22/26 3/29/26 3/25/26 

Elder Jim Winder Justin Schroeder Jim Winder 

Organist Benny Verswijver Benny Verswijver Benny Verswijver 

Radio  
Monitors 

Courtney and Neil 
Rieches 

Patrick and Dawn 
Teig 

 

Sound Board Patty Bruens Kendra Morts Patty Bruens 

Greeters Phil and Cindy 
Raddatz 

Bob and Chris 
Rieches 

 

Acolyte Sophia Billingsley Jaylin Lavicka Sophia Billingsley 

Head Usher Marvin Wright Marvin Wright Marvin Wright 

Altar Guild Olivia and Ruth 
Harms 

Olivia and Ruth 
Harms 

Olivia and Ruth 
Harms 

Scan the QR code to  
give electronically. 
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Announcements  
LENT MEALS and FELLOWSHIP will conclude on Wednesday, March 25 starting at 
5:45pm. This week we bring back the Taco Bar. We will take a free will offering for A  
Dollar For Missions. The first project for 2026 is support for Hispanic Ministry in 
Beardstown, IL. $1800 will be collected to support travel costs for Rev. Pablo Dominguez.  
Please remember in your prayers Pastor Pablo Dominguez and Cristo Rey (Christ the King) 
Lutheran Church in East Moline, where the ministry is conducted almost entirely in Spanish, 
as well as St. John’s Lutheran Church in Beardstown, where Pastor Dominguez travels 
twice a month to preach and teach in Spanish. 
 
MARCH OSLC YOUTH GROUP: We will meet Sunday, March 29 for an afternoon of 
games! Join us from 3 - 5pm for a devotion with Pastor, fun games, and fellowship.  
Remember, friends are welcome. Put this on your calendar and let Brenna or Jan know you 
can attend. 
 
EASTER BREAKFAST will be served Easter Sunday, April 5 from 7:30ish to 8:30am 
(between the two services). We are looking for donations of pastries (cinnamon rolls, coffee 
cake, muffins, scones, etc), fruit, milk and juice. See the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 
Join us for worship at the Sunrise Service at 6:30am or Easter Service at 9am or both. 
 
2026 MARTIN+KATIE CONFERENCE will be held at University Lutheran Church in  
Champaign, IL on Saturday, March 28, 2026. At this free conference, grow as Christian men 
and women, meet new friends, get to know each other, and have fun. The conference is 
open to ages 18–30. Married or single are welcome. Registration is required, as capacity is 
limited. Please register no later than Friday, March 20th. Info and registration are available at 
http://martinpluskatie.org. 
Plus: Extra bonus activities planned for Friday night, March 27, and Saturday night, March 
28! All are invited to stay for Sunday Bible Class, Divine Service, and lunch on Sunday, 
March 29. 
  
 THE BOARD OF FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT recently met to decide how we can lower costs 
of the church. Beginning in April we will no longer produce a monthly newsletter. However, 
we will continue to have a monthly calendar that will be distributed. On the back of the  
calendar you will find the list of those serving for the month, the birthdays and anniversaries 
for the month, and the list of those members that are unable to worship with us each week. 
These will continue to be placed in your mailbox each month. 
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KITCHEN PANTRY SHOWER: The Church Kitchen is in need of donations of 16oz plastic 
cups for water and juice. When you are doing your weekly shopping, pick up a pack if you 
are able.  
 
WANT TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY INSTEAD OF WRITING A CHECK? We now have 
the option to give through Tithely. Scan the QR code on the insert (next to the weekly giving 
amounts) and follow the prompts. You can set up a one-time donation or recurring  
donations. You can also access this via the website at www.oursaviormilford.com. Just click 
the Give Now link on the main page. Any questions, talk to Renee.  
 
 LUTHERANS FOR LIFE QUOTE: “Grief is a road no one chooses, yet in this fallen world, 
it is a path we must all tread. There are no words that can fully capture the sorrow of losing 
someone we love—no explanations that can make death seem natural or right. It wasn’t 
meant to be this way. Death is the great intruder, a bitter consequence of sin’s curse. And 
yet, even in the depths of sorrow, the Lord gives us this promise: He is near.” Rev. M.L. 
Smith, Director of International Missions of Lutheran Church–Canada (LCC) – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oursaviorlutheran.com


19 

 

Prayer List 
Those celebrating a birthday: 
Hailey Schwartz  Today 
 
Those celebrating an anniversary: 
 
Those suffering from cancer: 
Linda Buhrmester 
Ethel Lucht 
Nancy Tobeck 
Joey, radio listener 
Rik Anderson, son of Erica Anderson 
Dale Colvin, cousin of Jim Winder 
Janet Doyle, friend of Patty Bruens 
Tim Evans, brother in law of Bob Storm 
Lisa High, friend of Becky Hiles 
Kris Hines, daughter in law of Bonita Hines 
Jeff Howard, friend of Charlene Rieches 
Kendra Howard, niece of Doug Benner 
Pamela Howard, sister of Doug Benner 
Joe Judd, brother in law of Dennis Selk 
Fred Wright, brother of Marvin Wright    
 
Those requesting your prayers: 
Jennifer Morgeson, surgery recovery 
Steve Langellier, surgery recovery 
Calvin Sloan, brother of Charlene Rieches, surgery recovery 
 
Homebound Members 
Dianne Estes   
Mary Kamin 
Joann Sloan 
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Those serving in our Armed Forces and our local Law Enforcement, especially those 
connected to the OSLC family: 
 
Armed Forces 
Karl Gibbs - serving as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy 
Corey Moore - OSLC Member and son of Kevin and Kasey Moore, serving in the U.S.  
 Marine Reserves 
Timothy Raddatz - nephew of Phil and Cindy Raddatz, serving in the U.S. Coast Guard 
 
Law Enforcement 
Wyatt Alt - Iroquois County Sheriff Department 
 
Central Illinois District Congregations: St. Paul in Sadoris and Michael Storger her  
pastor. 
 
Iroquois Circuit Congregations: Immanuel in Loda and St. Peter in Thawville and Earl 
Kinnee as he preaches for them. 
 
Those studying at the Seminary: 
Seminarian Simon Niemtschk, Concordia Seminary, St Louis, MO. 
Vicar Jacob Bergstedt, Redeemer Lutheran, Gresham, OR. 
 
Those serving in the Mission Field: 
Rev. Jordan Andreasen, his wife Alison, and children, Abigail, Bethany, Benjamin, Aaron, 
and Ethan, our international missionary, currently serving in Romania. Rev. Andreasen 
works with the Confessional Lutheran Church in Romania and in the surrounding  
Balkan-Mediterranean subregion. 
 

 


