
 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Pastor Doug Minton 

209 West Jones Street, Milford, IL 

Email: pastor@oursaviormilford.com 

Phone: (815) 889-4121   Cell: (507) 626-0202 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
September 20, 2026 

 

 

 



2 

 

Divine Service, Setting Three 
  
Prayer Before Worship 
  
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit 

and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your 

Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 

grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen 

 

Opening Hymn “In the Shattered Bliss of Eden” 
 LSB 572 
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5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 

    Known by saints around the throne, 

Where the Lamb, in closest union, 

    Lives to love and feed His own. 

From His riven side forever 

    Flows the purest stream of love, 

Love that robes us with the raiment 

    Worn by all who feast above. 

 

6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden, 

    Gone the age of sacrifice; 

Ours the time of grace and favor, 

    Ours the call to paradise! 

Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 

    Only You can cover sin— 

Take our worthless, self-made garments; 

    Clothe our shame and cleanse within. 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 

Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 

Tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: v. 17 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving* 

 and call on the name | of the LORD. 

What shall I render | to the LORD* 

 for all his bene- | fits to me? 

I will lift up the cup of sal- | vation* 

 and call on the name | of the LORD. 

Precious in the sight | of the LORD* 

 is the death | of his saints. 

O LORD, I am your | servant;* 

 I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my 

bonds. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving* 

 and call on the name | of the LORD. 

 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6–9 

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 

 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  

Epistle Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
 

 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 

served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the 

whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 
14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my 

imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 

 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and 

hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always 

Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to 

live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard 

pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is 

far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 
25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for 

your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause 

to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 

 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of 
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the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear 

sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 
29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 

believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that 

you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 

 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went 

out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with 

the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going 

out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to 

them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give 

you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, 

he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 

standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They 

said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 

vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, 

up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of 
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them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought 

they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on 

receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 

the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I 

give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 

Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first 

last.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn  “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
LSB 850 

 

 

 
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878–1969 

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



13 

 

Sermon “Hide and Seek with God” 
Isaiah 55:6-9 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 
 
Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
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Preface LSB 194 

 

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 
 

 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

  as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 
 
Pax Domini LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

Statement on Communion 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper at this holy gathering in celebration and  
confession that our Savior Jesus Christ is present here with His body and blood in, 

with, and under the bread and wine we receive at the altar. Because this Sacrament 

is called Communion, all who come to the rail are to confess the confession of faith 

as taught by the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). If you are a guest who 

has not been instructed concerning our church’s teaching of the Lord’s  

Supper, we invite you to first attend our instructional classes. If you would like a 

Christian blessing, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. 
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Prayer Before Communing  
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive his holy Sacrament in 

faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

Distribution Hymns 
 
“Salvation Unto Us Has Come” LSB 555 
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5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 

 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 
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9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
 
Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

“Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” LSB 631 
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5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 

    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

 

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 

The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 

    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

 

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 

Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
  

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 

eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 

A Let us pray. 

 
 
Salutation and Benedicamus LSB 202 
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Benediction LSB 202 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 

 
Closing Hymn  “Jesus, Lead Thou On” 
 LSB 718 

 
 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Today:   Worship at OSLC, 9am, Christian Education, 10:15am 
Today:   Worship at Good Shepherd, 11:30am 
Wednesday: Bible Study, 10am; Bulletin/Calendar Deadline, 10am 
Wednesday: Confirmation, 3:15pm 
Saturday:  Exploring God’s Mission Here, Thomasboro, 9am 
Saturday:  Worship at Immanuel, 6pm 
  

THOSE SERVING AT OSLC 

  9/20/26 9/27/26 

Elder Jim Winder Justin Schroeder 

Organist Benny Verswijver Linda Kellerhals 

Radio  
Monitors 

Justin and Brenna Schroeder Benny and Sarah 
Verswijver 

Sound Board Patty Bruens Patrick Teig 

Greeters Landon and Megan Reutter Justin and Brenna 
Schroeder 

Acolyte Jayline Lavicka Sophia Billingsley 

Usher John Lee John Lee 

Altar Guild Marilyn Reeves 
Chris Schroeder 

 Marilyn Reeves 
Chris Schroeder 

 

 

 
Weekly Offering Statistics – September 13, 2026 
Attendance: 60 
General Fund Offerings: $1950 
Missions Fund Offerings: $125 
Missions Fund YTD: $8966      Scan the QR code to  

  give electronically 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2027: If anyone that isn’t currently getting Offering 
Envelopes would like to receive them or if you currently receive them and don’t want to use 
them anymore, please let Gretchen of Renee know. They will be distributed in December. 
 
RADIO SPONSORSHIP: If you have a special day you would like recognized, you can 
sponsor a Sunday morning radio broadcast! The cost for us to broadcast our service each 
week is $150. Radio sponsorship donation is $75 or more. Give donation and date 
sponsoring to Renee. 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: If you are willing to coordinate this outreach at Our 
Savior, please let Courtney or Pastor know by Sept 27.  
 
WOMEN’S CARE CLINIC Walk for Life will be Saturday, Oct 17 at 9am at Lincoln Park in 
Danville. They are still accepting donations for updates to the building they were gifted. More 
information is on the bulletin board. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION: This year our Missions Outreach will be non-perishable items 
for the Food Pantry in Watseka. We will have a three-way competition – Sunday School, 
Adult Bible Class, and Congregation members who wish to contribute. We will make a 
monthly delivery to empty out the containers. If you have an old scale that we can use to 
weigh the food each month, please talk to Courtney or Renee. Thank you for helping our 
community members that need extra help with food! 
 
SEPTEMBER IS HUNGER ACTION MONTH: Food insecurity affects 1 in every 7 adults and 
1 in every 6 children in Iroquois County. In 2025 Watseka Area Food Pantry had 1,945 visits, 
up from 702 visits in 2021. That is an increase of 29% in the past 4 years. How can you 
help? You can sponsor 1 or more Thanksgiving bags at $12 per bag. They plan to donate 
360 Thanksgiving bags this year that contain the ingredients for a simple holiday meal. You 
can volunteer at Watseka Food Pantry as they are a 100% volunteer-run organization. More 
information is on the bulletin board. Remember to donate to our SS Missions Outreach! 
 
IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY will host the annual Harvest Daze October 3 

and 4, 2026. They would appreciate donations of baked items, jams, jellies, craft items, 
produce, etc. You can drop off your projects at the Museum on Friday  the 3rd or Saturday 
the 4th between 10am and 4pm. Please mark baked items that are sugar free or contain nuts. 
If you have any questions, please contact Denise Harwood at 815-432-4604. 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE QUOTE “I firmly believe that the sanctity of human life is the most 
important issue of our day and that by means of informing and educating the public, as well 
as by applying Christian love and compassion to those directly affected by the trauma of 
abortion, physician-assisted suicide, and euthanasia, the pro-life position will prevail, and our 
nation will again uphold the dignity and sanctity of human life.” Rev. Paul Clark, Lutherans 
For Life of Michigan – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
Those celebrating a birthday: 
Bob Rieches  Today 
Laurie Lingley  Wednesday 
Charlene Rieches  Friday 
 
Those celebrating an anniversary: 
Frank and Kerry Hines    Monday (30 years) 
Todd and Gina Brassard   Wednesday (38 years) 
Lucas and Natalee Dart   Wednesday (2 years) 
Lucas and Monica Wright  Thursday (10 years) 
 
Those suffering from cancer: 
Linda Buhrmester 
John Lee 
Nancy Tobeck 
Dale Colvin, cousin of Jim Winder 
Janet Doyle, friend of Patty Bruens 
Lisa High, friend of Becky Hiles 
Kris Hines, daughter-in-law of Bonita Hines 
Kendra Howard, niece of Doug Benner 
Pamela Howard, sister of Doug Benner 
Joe Judd, brother-in-law of Dennis and Sheila Selk 
Sally Parmenter, friend of Olivia Harms 
Fred Wright, brother of Marvin Wright    
  
Those requesting your prayers: 
Dean Lingley, health issues 
Lois Pounder, health issues 
Marc Avila, cousin of Patty Bruens, alzheimers progression 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving for the wedding of Emma Morts and Ethan Massey this Saturday, 
September 26.  
 
Homebound Members 

Dianne Estes  
Mary Kamin 
Joann Sloan 
Julie Towers 
 
Those serving in our Armed Forces and our local Law  
Enforcement, especially those connected to the OSLC family: 
 
Armed Forces 
Eric Barrie - brother-in-law of Natalee Dart, serving in the U.S. Navy 
Karl Gibbs - serving as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy 
Corey Moore - serving in the U.S. Marine Reserves 
Timothy Raddatz - nephew of Phil and Cindy Raddatz, serving in the U.S. Coast Guard 
  
Law Enforcement 
Wyatt Alt - Iroquois County Sheriff Department 
  
Central Illinois District Congregations: Immanuel, Riverton and Michael Koschmann her 
pastor. 
  
Iroquois Circuit Congregations: Good Shepherd, Hoopeston and Immanuel, Idaville and 
Doug Minton their vacancy pastor. 
  
Those studying at the Seminary: 
Seminarian Jacob Bergstedt, Concordia Theological Sem, Ft Wayne, IN 
Vicar Zachary Stuckwisch, Trinty Lutheran, Auburn, IN 
  
Those serving in the Mission Field: 
Rev. Jordan Andreasen, his wife Alison, and children, Abigail, Bethany, Benjamin, Aaron, 
and Ethan, our international missionary, currently serving in Romania.  
Rev. Andreasen works with the Confessional Lutheran Church in Romania and in the 
surrounding Balkan-Mediterranean subregion. 
 
 


