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Divine Service, Setting Four 
  
Prayer Before Worship 
  
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit 

and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your 

Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 

grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen 

 

Opening Hymn  “O God, My Faithful God” 
 LSB 696 
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5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sunday School Kids Singing 
 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
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Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You 

daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 

Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 

prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Introit Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

The LORD lifts up the | humble;* 

 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;* 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting. 

The LORD builds up Je- | rusalem;* 

 he gathers the outcasts of | Israel. 

He heals the broken- | hearted* 

 and binds | up their wounds. 

He determines the number | of the stars;* 

 he gives to all of | them their names. 

Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;* 

 his understanding is beyond | measure. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD lifts up the | humble;* 

 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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 P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, … who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 

the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this 

proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; 

the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins 

shall die. . . . 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a 

righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he 

shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a 

wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does 

what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and 

turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely 

live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is 

not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are 

not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his 

ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, 

lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 

have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 

you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 

declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

 
 
  



7 

 

Epistle Phiippians 2:1-4, 14-18 
 

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. . . . 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be 

blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud 

that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a 

drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice 

with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23–27 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are 

you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered 

them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I 

also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, 

from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it 

among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why 

then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of 

the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered 

Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I do these things.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 
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Sermon Hymn  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 
 LSB 655 

 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon “Three Sons” 
 Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

 Offering 
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Offertory Hymn “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
 LSB 781 (vs 1, 2, 6) 

 

 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Preface LSB 208 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life…  

 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Statement on Communion 
  
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper at this holy gathering in celebration and  

confession that our Savior Jesus Christ is present here with His body and blood in, 

with, and under the bread and wine we receive at the altar. Because this Sacrament 

is called Communion, all who come to the rail are to confess the confession of faith 

as taught by the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). If you are a guest who 

has not been instructed concerning our church’s teaching of the Lord’s  

Supper, we invite you to first attend our instructional classes. If you would like a 

Christian blessing, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. 
  

 Prayer Before Communing 

  

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive his holy Sacrament in 

faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Distribution Hymns 
“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” LSB 623 
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Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 

Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” LSB 549 

 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
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6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Text (sts. 1–5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 

Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
  

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 

eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
 LSB 543 

 
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. 

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Today:   Worship at OSLC, 9am, Christian Education, 10:15am 
Today:   Worship at Good Shepherd, 11:30am 
Wednesday: Bible Class, 10am 
Wednesday: Bulletin Deadline, 10am 
Wednesday: Confirmation, 3:15pm 
Saturday:  Worship at Immanuel, 6pm 
 
THOSE SERVING AT OSLC 

  9/27/26 10/4/26 

Elder Justin Schroeder Neil Rieches 

Organist Linda Kellerhals Benny Verswijver 

Radio  
Monitors 

Benny and Sarah  
Verswijver 

Rich and Charlene  
Rieches 

Sound Board Patrick Teig Josh Harms 

Greeters Justin and Brenna Schroeder Dennis and Sheila Selk 

Acolyte Sophia Billingsley Hailey Schwartz 

Usher John Lee Doug Benner 

Altar Guild Marilyn Reeves 
Chris Schroeder 

Diane Goldenstein 
Brenna Schroeder 

 
 

 

Weekly Offering Statistics – September 20, 2026 
Attendance: 75 
General Fund Offerings: $2025 
Missions Fund Offerings: $0 
Missions Fund YTD: $8966 
          Scan the QR code to  

  give electronically 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: If you are willing to coordinate this outreach at Our 
Savior, please let Courtney or Pastor know TODAY.  
 
NEXT WEDNESDAY October 7, is our next Wednesday Fellowship Meal. Ham will be 
provided, please bring a side dish or dessert. Come and play a few rounds of bingo. 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER for October - December are available in the narthex. If you have 
relatives or friends that would benefit from this devotional, pick up an extra copy. 
 
SEPTEMBER IS HUNGER ACTION MONTH: Food insecurity affects 1 in every 7 adults and 
1 in every 6 children in Iroquois County. In 2025 Watseka Area Food Pantry had 1,945 visits, 
up from 702 visits in 2021. That is an increase of 29% in the past 4 years. How can you 
help? You can sponsor 1 or more Thanksgiving bags at $12 per bag. They plan to donate 
360 Thanksgiving bags this year that contain the ingredients for a simple holiday meal. You 
can volunteer at Watseka Food Pantry as they are a 100% volunteer-run organization. More 
information is on the bulletin board. Remember to donate to our SS Missions Outreach! 
 
THANK YOU TO OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL children for sharing their musical talents with us 
this morning. We enjoy hearing your voices! 
 
IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY will host the annual Harvest Daze October 3 

and 4, 2026. They would appreciate donations of baked items, jams, jellies, craft items, 
produce, etc. You can drop off your projects at the Museum on Friday the 3rd or Saturday the 
4th between 10am and 4pm. Please mark baked items that are sugar free or contain nuts. If 
you have any questions, please contact Denise Harwood at 815-432-4604. 
 
A DOLLAR FOR MISSIONS is currently collecting money for Deaf Ministry Technology and 
Instruction Resources. The amount needed is $7000. Deaf Ministry in the Central Illinois 
District has been going on for 125 years. Did you know that only about 2% of deaf people 
know about Jesus? This is mission field right here in the district. Our A Dollar for Missions 
box is sitting on the little table across from the lift. 
 
CHURCH SECRETARY UPDATE: Courtney R. has graciously volunteered to serve as the 
interim Secretary during the upcoming vacancy. In the future, we will be looking for someone 
to take over that role on a more permanent basis.    -- Elders of OSLC  
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE QUOTE “Grief is not a sign of weak faith; it is the natural response 
to love and loss. But for those in Christ, grief is always shaped by hope. We do not mourn as 
those who have no future, no promise, no Savior (1 Thessalonians 4:13). We mourn with the 
certainty that our loved ones in the faith are with the Lord and that we will see them again.” 
Rev. M.L. Smith, Director of International Missions of Lutheran Church–Canada (LCC) – A 
Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Those celebrating a birthday: 
Ryleigh Rieches  Monday 
Natalee Dart  Tuesday 
Lois Pounder  Tuesday 
Josh Harms   Wednesday 
Gloria Schleef  Friday 
 
Those celebrating an anniversary: 
Carl and Linda Brazel   Monday (57 years) 
 
Those suffering from cancer: 
Linda Buhrmester 
John Lee 
Nancy Tobeck 
Dale Colvin, cousin of Jim Winder 
Janet Doyle, friend of Patty Bruens 
Lisa High, friend of Becky Hiles 
Kris Hines, daughter-in-law of Bonita Hines 
Kendra Howard, niece of Doug Benner 
Pamela Howard, sister of Doug Benner 
Joe Judd, brother-in-law of Dennis and Sheila Selk 
Sally Parmenter, friend of Olivia Harms 
Fred Wright, brother of Marvin Wright    
  
Those requesting your prayers: 
Dean Lingley, health issues 
Lois Pounder, health issues 
Marc Avila, cousin of Patty Bruens, alzheimers progression 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving for the marriage of Emma Morts and Ethan Massey yesterday, 
Saturday, September 26.  
 
Homebound Members 

Dianne Estes  
Mary Kamin 
Joann Sloan 
Julie Towers 
 
Those serving in our Armed Forces and our local Law Enforcement, especially those 
connected to the OSLC family: 
  
Armed Forces 
Eric Barrie - brother-in-law of Natalee Dart, serving in the U.S. Navy 
Karl Gibbs - serving as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy 
Timothy Raddatz - nephew of Phil and Cindy Raddatz, serving in the U.S. Coast Guard 
  
Law Enforcement 
Wyatt Alt - Iroquois County Sheriff Department 
  
Central Illinois District Congregations: Good Shepherd, Rochester as they continue in 
their vacancy. 
  
Iroquois Circuit Congregations: St. Paul, Woodworth and Michael Ruhlig her pastor. 
  
Those studying at the Seminary: 
Seminarian Jacob Bergstedt, Concordia Theological Sem, Ft Wayne, IN 
Vicar Zachary Stuckwisch, Trinty Lutheran, Auburn, IN 
  
Those serving in the Mission Field: 
Rev. Jordan Andreasen, his wife Alison, and children, Abigail, Bethany, Benjamin, Aaron, 
and Ethan, our international missionary, currently serving in Romania. Rev. Andreasen 
works with the Confessional Lutheran Church in Romania and in the surrounding  
Balkan-Mediterranean subregion. 
 


