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Divine Service, Setting Four 

 

Opening Hymn  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 LSB 657 

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001355 

Tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You 

daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 

Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 

prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 34:1–2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

 and shall not be | put to shame. 

I will bless the LORD at | all times;* 

 his praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;* 

 let the humble hear | and be glad. 

Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;* 

 I will teach you the fear | of the LORD. 

The LORD redeems the life of his | servants;* 

 none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

 and shall not be | put to shame. 

 

Kyrie 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 



5 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You have commanded us to love You above all things and our 

neighbors as ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is 

pleasing in Your sight, that our faith in You may never waver and our 

love for one another may not falter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
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C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7 

1God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

 God will help her when morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that I am God. 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Epistle                      Romans 3:19–28 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under 

the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be 

held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be 

justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 

law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
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24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness 

at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? 

By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is 

justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

Holy Gospel    John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and 
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have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become 

free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son 

remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 

Sermon Hymn  “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
 LSB 575 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 

Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 
 Psalm 46 
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Prayer of the Church 

P  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy.  

 

Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
 LSB 781 (vs 1, 2, 6) 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
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creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, 

who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their 

children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 

salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 

His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
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We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully 

eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 

  

Statement on Communion 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper at this holy gathering in celebration and confession 

that our Savior Jesus Christ is present here with His body and blood in, with, and 

under the bread and wine we receive at the altar. Because this Sacrament is called 

Communion, all who come to the rail are to confess the confession of faith as taught 

by the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS). If you are a guest who has not 

been instructed concerning our church’s teaching of the Lord’s Supper, we invite 

you to first attend our instructional classes. If you would like a Christian  

blessing, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest.  
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Distribution Hymns 
 
“The Church’s One Foundation” LSB 644 
 

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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“By Grace I’m Saved” LSB 566 

 
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
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My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 



17 

 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn “Amazing Grace” 
 LSB 744 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Today: 9:00 AM, Worship, Reformation Sunday   
Today: 10:15 AM, Adult Bible Study & Sunday School   
Wednesday: 3:15 PM, Jr. High Confirmation  
Next Sunday: 9:00 AM, Worship, All Saints’ Day   
Next Sunday: 10:15 AM, Sunday School & Adult Bible Study   
 
THOSE SERVING AT OSLC 

 10/25/26 11/01/26 

Elder Rich Rieches Neil Rieches 

Organist Linda Kellerhalls Theta Lee 

Radio 
Monitors 

Neil and Courtney Rieches 
Chris Schroeder 
Marilyn Reeves 

Sound Board Kendra Morts Neil Rieches 

Greeters Norm and Maryanne Anderson 
Doug Benner 
Kendra Morts 

Acolyte Sophia Billingsley Hailey Schwartz 

Usher Doug Benner Dean Lingley 

Altar Guild 
Diane Goldenstein 
Brenna Schroeder 

Sheila Selk 
Patty Bruens 

 
 

Weekly Offering Statistics – October 18, 2026 
Attendance: 58 
General Fund Offerings: $2,055.00 
Missions Fund Offerings: $100.00 
Missions Fund YTD: $9,406.00 
          Scan the QR code to  

  give electronically 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE ELDERS: Please join us in welcoming Pastor Terry Strom, who 
will be serving as our vacancy pastor. Should you have any questions concerning the 
vacancy, please speak with an elder.  
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Starting today, October 
25th, High School Sunday School is returning to OSLC! High school students and young 
college age adults are invited to join. We extend our thanks to Olivia Harms for volunteering 
to lead our young adults. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR: Our Children’s Christmas Eve Program will 
take place on Sunday, December 20th at 9:00 AM, with practices beginning Sunday, 
November 15th. All children from pre‑school through 8th grade are invited to participate in the 
Christmas Eve Program. If your child won’t be able to participate, please let Sarah Verswijver 
know by November 8th so we can finalize parts. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH GROUP: On Sunday, November 1st, the youth group will 
be leading a parsonage cleaning effort. All congregation members are invited to roll up their 
sleeves and join our youth in this service project. Cleaning will begin immediately following 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study. If you have any questions, please contact Brenna 
Schroeder or Jan Lavicka, OSLC Youth Group Leaders. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL: The cost of the new refrigerator has been covered in 
full. Thank you to everyone who gave towards this expenditure.   
 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE QUOTE “Today God continues to defend and aid His people, those 
who trust in His Son as their Savior. God is ever with us. He preserves His Word and Church 
despite the constant attack of the devil, the unbelieving world, and false teachers. God 
provides for all our needs of body and soul, even in times of great need and conflict. God is 
our refuge. His Word endures forever. His grace and power never fail.” From “Meditations on 
Favorite Scriptures: Devotions for a Year” – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org 
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PRAYER LIST 
Those celebrating a birthday: 
 
Those celebrating an anniversary: 
 
Those suffering from cancer: 
Linda Buhrmester 
John Lee 
Nancy Tobeck 
Dale Colvin, cousin of Jim Winder 
Janet Doyle, friend of Patty Bruens 
Lisa High, friend of Becky Hiles 
Kris Hines, daughter-in-law of Bonita Hines 
Kendra Howard, niece of Doug Benner 
Pamela Howard, sister of Doug Benner 
Joe Judd, brother-in-law of Dennis and Sheila Selk 
Sally Parmenter, friend of Olivia Harms 
Fred Wright, brother of Marvin Wright    
  
Those requesting your prayers: 
Marc Avila, cousin of Patty Bruens, Alzheimer’s progression 
 
Homebound Members: 
Dianne Estes  
Mary Kamin 
Joann Sloan 
Julie Towers 
 
Those serving in our Armed Forces and our local Law Enforcement, especially those 
connected to the OSLC family: 
  
Armed Forces: 
Eric Barrie - brother-in-law of Natalee Dart, serving in the U.S. Navy 
Karl Gibbs - serving as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy 
Timothy Raddatz - nephew of Phil and Cindy Raddatz, serving in the U.S. Coast Guard 
  
Law Enforcement: 
Wyatt Alt - Iroquois County Sheriff Department 
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Those studying at the Seminary: 
Seminarian Jacob Bergstedt, Concordia Theological Sem, Ft Wayne, IN 
Vicar Zachary Stuckwisch, Trinty Lutheran, Auburn, IN 
  
Those serving in the Mission Field: 
Rev. Jordan Andreasen, his wife Alison, and children, Abigail, Bethany, Benjamin, Aaron, 
and Ethan, our international missionary, currently serving in Romania. Rev. Andreasen 
works with the Confessional Lutheran Church in Romania and in the surrounding  
Balkan-Mediterranean subregion. 
 


